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Assessing the Undergraduate Experience:  Importance of Survey Data

 Surveys Integral to Measuring, Understanding, and Reporting on 
Selected Dimensions of Undergraduate Life

 Focus on Cognitive, Behavioral, and Affective Transition to the 
University

Survey Type Frequency Sampling Administered

UC Undergraduate 
Experiences Survey (UCUES)

Cross-sectional Bi-Annual Census - All UG ages 17+ 2003-2018

Post-Baccalaureate Survey Cross-sectional Every 3 years All Students from Three 
Graduating Cohorts

1993-2018

CIRP  Freshman Survey 
(TFS)

Longitudinal Annual Census of Entering Cohort Since 1974
Most recent 2019

Your First College Year Survey 
(YFCY)

Longitudinal Bi-Annual Census of All First Year 
Students

Since 2003
Most recent 2019

College Senior Survey 
(CSS)

Longitudinal Bi-Annual Census of 4th-5th Year 
Students

Since 2006
Most recent 2019
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University of California Undergraduate Experiences Survey (UCUES)

 Census survey administered every other year by UC Office 
of the President
 Campus coordination by UCSD IR Office-timing, logistics, publicity, 

recruitment

 21 AAU Non-UC Campuses also use Core modules (SERU)

 Over 9,500 respondents for San Diego campus (2018)

 Campus partners are key to improving response rates:
 Berkeley response rate: 41%
 Irvine response rate: 37%
 San Diego response rate: 33%
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Use of UCUES Data

 Academic Program Review

 WASC Accreditation Evidence

 Campus Climate Assessment

 Satisfaction with Dimensions of Campus Life

 Annual UC Accountability Report

 Civic Engagement Measures

 Provide Data to Departments, Units, and Committees
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Demographics
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Satisfaction with Experiences
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Satisfaction with Experiences
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Sense of Belonging
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Academic Engagement
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Academic Engagement
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Academic Engagement
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Basic Needs



UC San Diego 
Campus Surveys

Institutional Research,  UC San Diego 13

Campus Climate
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UCUES 2018 Text Response
Most Meaningful UCSD Experience

International
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Graduate Student Experience in the 
Research University (gradSERU)

Erin Espaldon
Sr. Analyst, Institutional Research
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Introduction

• Administered at select R1 universities across the nation
• 5 modules covering major aspects of the graduate student 

experience
• Core
• International student experience
• Professional development
• Health and well-being
• Incivility and harassment

• 7,292 students registered Spring 2019 were invited to take the 
survey

• 2,472 consented to participate = 34% response rate
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Key Measurements

• Overall graduate experience
• Academic Experience

• Experience with advisor
• Research experience

• Social Experience
• Social interactions

• Inclusion in UCSD community
• By faculty, staff, fellow students, students instructed
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Demographics
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Satisfaction with Overall Experience
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Quality of Academic Experience, Social Experience, Inclusion
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Experience with Advisor
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Experience with Advisor - Meetings
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Satisfaction with Research
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Satisfaction with Research
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Social Interactions
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Inclusion in UCSD Community
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For more data and information about
Institutional Research UC San Diego Surveys

Undergraduate
University of California Undergraduate Experiences Survey (UCUES)

The Freshmen Survey (CIRP)
Your First College Year Survey (YFCY)

College Senior Survey (CSS)
Diverse Learning Environment Survey (DLE)

The Post-Baccalaureate Survey

Graduate
Graduate and Professional Student Experience and Satisfaction (GPSES)

Well-Being (2016) UC System-wide
gradSERU (2019) R1 comparative data

visit
https://ir.ucsd.edu/undergrad/surveys/index.html

https://ir.ucsd.edu/grad/surveys/index.html
or email

wbarmstrong@ucsd.edu (UG)
eespaldon@ucsd.edu (Grad)

https://ir.ucsd.edu/undergrad/surveys/index.html
mailto:wbarmstrong@ucsd.edu
mailto:eespaldon@ucsd.edu
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More questions!?!

• Contact
– Graduate surveys

• Erin Espaldon: eespaldon@ucsd.edu
– Undergraduate surveys

• William Armstrong: wbarmstrong@ucsd.edu

mailto:eespaldon@ucsd.edu
mailto:wbarmstrong@ucsd.edu
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